
                             

Newsletter 3: 11th October 2019 
 

 

 

Dear Families, 

An Elm Park Baby! 

Miss Williams has welcomed a new addition to her family.  Baby River was born last week and is truly 

beautiful.  I am sure you will all join me in congratulating her.  We very much look forward to meeting River 

when he gets a little bit bigger. 

Inspiring 

Family lunch 

What a wonderful two weeks at Elm Park.  We had our first parents’ lunch with our Reception and Year 1 

families joining their children for fish fingers and chips!  The event was an incredible success.  The children 

were so excited to sit with their families and share a meal in school.  A huge thank you to Debbie and 

Sharon our two amazing cooks for serving such a delicious treat and many thanks to all families, who were 

able to attend.  Look out in the yearly planner and on the school website for our year two lunch, which is on 

Wednesday 13th November at 11:50am (further details will come out nearer the time). 

New Reception families for 2020-21 

I was privileged to welcome prospective families to our school on Tuesday and Thursday of this week.  It 

was a great opportunity to share the changes that have taken place at Elm Park over the past year and to 

celebrate what makes our school so unique.  This year, we provided a little change to our tour and I asked 

the year 6 children to accompany our visitors.  The feedback I received was simply incredible so I wanted 

to share it with you all: 

‘Knowledgeable, honest and articulate children, who clearly are passionate about the school.’ 

‘Well-behaved and caring children.  They are a credit to the school.’ 

‘Thank you for trusting your children to show us around.  They spent time answering our questions and they 

really love the school.’ 

These were just a few quotes from the huge number of families, who came to view our school. If you know 

of anyone, who has a child that is due to start school in September 2020, please do ask them to contact the 

school office for a tour.   

The library – a work in progress 

Our school library is being completely revamped!  Mr Manning, our wonderful caretaker, has painted it an 

incredible bright blue (with a little help from Mrs Clements)!  Mrs Johnstone has donated her two sofas and, 

I have ordered 10 beanbags and 4 mini-sofas.  We are just waiting for our new shelving to arrive and then 

we are ready to make a trip to Birmingham, where we will be going to a warehouse to buy brand new books 

to fill the shelves.  We could not do this without an amazing donation of £4000 from our PTFA.  Once it is 

complete, I would like to invite families to come and look around!  Keep your eyes peeled for the invite!  
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Thank you to Mr Manning, Mrs Clements and Mrs Johnstone for helping to make this a wonderful space to 

enjoy reading! 

 

Enriching 

Deanfield 

Last week, the school seemed like a very quiet place as our year 5 children ventured to Deanfield.  They 

took part in a whole raft of activities from stream studies to the leap of faith.  Children (and adults) 

challenged their fears and worked together as a team, enjoying new adventures.  Congratulations to all of 

the children.  They really lived up to our Golden Rule of ‘Being the best they can be’.  I also wanted to thank 

Mrs Lugg, Miss Bell, Mrs Egan and Mrs Keeping for taking the children. Look out for the Deanfield 

assembly on Tuesday 10th December at 9am.  All families are invited. 

PGL 

The hall was filled with a huge sense of excitement this morning as our Year 6 children gathered to go to 

PGL in Liddington.  Families were treated to a cuppa and a cake as they waited for the coach to arrive 

(thank you again to Debbie and Sharon!).  The children all arrived safely and, as I am writing this 

newsletter, are currently enjoying their first activity.  They are due back on Monday at roughly 2:45pm.  We 

can’t wait to hear about their adventures on their return.  Again, a huge thank you to Mrs Lugg, Mrs Kidger 

and Mrs McIntyre for making this trip possible! 

I also wanted to say a thank you to Ms Turner, Mrs Harris and Mrs Ingle.  The work they do behind the 

scenes to set up the online payments, book the trips, ensure that payments have been received, check 

medication and organise all of the risk assessments and letters is done seamlessly.  A personal thanks to 

them for everything they do to make this happen. 

Harvest assembly 

On Friday 18th October, we will be holding our annual harvest assembly.  Children have been busy learning 

new songs to share with you.  The assembly starts at 9 am and all families are invited to attend.  Debbie 

will be putting on tea, coffee and biscuits after the assembly so please stay and treat yourself!  We will be 

donating food to the foodbank, as we have in previous years.  If you are able to, please could we ask that 

you donate any of the following: 

. 

 Chocolate bars/sweets for children 

 Small boxes of chocolates for adults 

 Yule logs 

 Large tins of salmon 

 Large tins of ham 

 Pickled onions 

 Christmas biscuits 

 Jam or honey 

 Tinned potatoes 

 Custard (tins or sachets) 

 Tinned fruit (all types and sizes) 

 Jelly 

 Evaporated milk 

 Angel Delight 

 Christmas biscuits 
 

 



 

 

PTFA events 

It is fair to say that our PTFA are currently small in number but big in heart!  On Monday evening, I heard 

about the incredible plans our PTFA have for the Halloween disco taking place on 25th October and the 

Christmas Fayre, which is being held on 29th November.  The plans are beginning to take shape, with 

further information to come.  If you have any spare time and are able to help at either event, please do pop 

into the main office and sign up!  Thank you to Emma and Emma for all of your enthusiasm and 

organisation with this! 

Achieving 

Football 

Year 5 and 6 boys football matches have started.  What an fantastic team we have this year.  I was 

incredibly lucky to be able to watch the boys play against St Michael’s last week.  The game was so close 

with a 2-2 draw.  The following day (yes two in a row), the boys played against Frampton.  The boys played 

amazingly well and showed impeccable sportsmanship.  The game went Frampton’s way with a 4-0 result.  

I was so proud of how the teams played and how they show resilience and determination.  All boys left the 

field with their heads held high celebrating the excellent saves and brilliant attempts on goal.  Keep up the 

great work! 

Girls football matches are starting very soon! 

Email 

Our email system is up and running!  Many thanks to all of the families, who have supplied us with your 

email address.  If you haven’t, please do get in touch on the new email address: 

elmparkparents@sgmail.org.uk so that we can help to move the school forward to be more environmentally 

friendly. 

 

Wishing you all a very happy and peaceful weekend. 

Mrs Carol Bond 

Acting Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 

School Gate Running Group 

Elm Park School Gate Mums Running Group has restarted.  We are a registered RunTogether/England 

Athletics social running group who run on Wednesdays, 9am from KS2 kitchen gate.  We are not (all) fast 

and most of us are either new to running or returning after a break.  We do a 40 minute session which 

caters for all paces (including walk/run) and enables you to get on with the rest of your day (feeling 

smug!)  It's free to join/run and you can drop in and out of sessions as and when suits you. Give it a try, no 

commitment, you may like it. 

Mrs Cathie Walsh  

Music Service open morning – see attached poster. 

Other information… 

More to celebrate… 
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