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Dear Families, 

Inspiring 

As a local authority maintained school, we work closely with the LA to develop our school to ensure that we 

build on past successes and develop areas that we can improved.  Last week, we had a visit from Mr Huw 

Evans, our School Improvement Advisor and Mr Neil Turner (Local Authority Consultant Head Teacher).  

They were delighted to see the incredible changes we have made throughout the course of term 1. These 

include supporting our children to develop:  

 Mental calculation;  

 A passion for reading both at home and at school;  

 Our connected curriculum and  

 The use of grammar skills to impact on children’s writing.   

 

As a team, Mrs Lugg, Mrs Johnstone, Mr Huw Evans, Mr Turner and I spent time in classes, looking at the 

learning opportunities for all of our children, speaking with children in small groups about their learning and 

looking at books.  It was wonderful to share our journey so far.   

Mr Turner and Mr H Evans celebrated the children’s love of learning, the incredible behaviour and the 

learning opportunities we provide for our children as well as the developments we have made within the 

whole school curriculum.  They saw the clear intent that we have as leaders and how this is being 

translated within the children’s learning outcomes. 

Enriching 

Harvest assembly 

Thank you to all of the families who came to celebrate our Harvest Service.  The hall was filled with 

incredible singing and a huge sense of gratitude for all that we have in our lives.  Thank you for all of your 

incredible donations.  I will be dropping all of the donations to the food bank this evening.  It will make such 

a difference to local families. 

PTFA 

As I write this newsletter, the school hall is being transformed into a spooky room, ready for the Halloween 

Disco this evening.  A massive thank you to all who have helped make this possible.  A particular thank you 

goes to Emma Winslade for all of the time and dedication she has given to make the event such a success 

for our children. 

A holiday full of festivals! 

During the half term, there are many religious festivals taking place.  These include Divali, Bha Dooj, All 

Hallows Eve, All Saints Day,  Chhath Puja and All Souls Day.  Wishing all of our families a peaceful time 

during these religious festivals. 
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Achieving 

Football 

Our year 5 and 6 boys have been playing their socks off again over the past two weeks.  After returning 

from PGL, the boys played against St Chad’s primary school in a cup tie.  The match was hard fought and 

the result was 4-3 win for St Chad’s.  Huge congratulations to the whole team for all of their incredible 

sportsmanship.  This week, the boys played yet another match!  The Manor came to play against us.  The 

result was 6-1 to The Manor but this does not reflect the incredible energy, passion and enthusiasm that 

the boys played with.  We are so proud of our team!  Keep up the good work and amazing team spirit. 

Termly Reading Challenge Update 

I am delighted to let you know that Maple have done a fantastic job with their reading this term and are the 

class that read the most regularly!! They have won our whole school Reading Challenge and have enjoyed 

their special class treat today! Well done Maple and keep up the good work! 

I would also extend my congratulations to three special readers and their families: Daniel R, Amara G and 

Erin W are our most prolific readers this term! Daniel, Amara and Erin have enjoyed a special visit to our 

new school library and chosen a book to enjoy at home as a thank you for being so inspiring with their 

commitments! 

Home Reading at Elm Park is an improving picture and I would like to thank all our teachers, children and 

families for supporting our whole school effort in making sure every child becomes a confident and strong 

reader by the time they leave us. We believe that this is an essential life skill, which will stand our 

learners in good stead when they continue their studies at secondary school and beyond. Please continue 

to encourage your child to record their reading in their record books. Every reading counts so make sure 

you enjoy a wide variety of books, magazines, comics, non-fiction, or audio stories with your child this half-

term! 

 

 

 

Our new home! 

On behalf of the Governing Body, I would like to welcome our families and friends of Elm Park to come and 

view the plans for our new build school.  The Local Authority will be setting up a display in the school hall 

on Thursday 14th November from 6-7pm.  There will be an opportunity to look at our exciting plans and to 

talk with people about how the building work will be progressing.  The proposed date to start building is 

Summer 2020.   

Email 

Our email system is up and running!  Many thanks to all of the families, who have supplied us with your 

email address.  If you have not, please do get in touch on the new email address: 

elmparkparents@sgmail.org.uk so that we can help to move the school forward to be more environmentally 

friendly. 

Running late? 

It happens to us all from time to time.  If you are running slightly late, please remember to bring your 

child/ren into the main office and sign them in.  If you do not accompany your child in, we will contact you 
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directly to find out the reason for lateness.  This is simply to ensure that we have a reason to mark on our 

register. 

Parents evening: 

Parents evening will take place on Tuesday 12th and Thursday 14th November.  You should have received a 

text link to be able to book your child/ren’s appointment.  If you have not received the link, please inform the 

school office and they will send another to you. 

Health and Safety – head bump update 

Mrs Harris, our incredible Health and Safety leader has recently review the process of head bumps within 

the school.  When children have a head bump, we have previously provided them with a sticker noting the 

time of the bump.  Sadly, these stickers have a habit of falling off.  Therefore, at the start of Term 2, we will 

be moving to a red wrist band.  If your child bumps their head, they will be given a red wrist band (similar to 

those used in swimming pools/softplay).  The wrist band will let you know the time that they hurt 

themselves.  A text will also be sent to ensure that you are made aware that they have bumped their head. 

Deb’s Kitchen update 

Our new menu will be starting after the school holiday.  On Tuesday 5th November, Deb will be producing 

her world famous Bonfire Night menu.  This meal will include: 

Lunch Dessert 

Hot dogs/Veggie hot dogs 
Potato wedges 
Corn on the cob 
Baked beans. 

 

Sprinkle dipped finger biscuits 
Bonfire Meringues 

 

Wishing you all a wonderful half term break.  Looking to seeing you all refreshed and ready for term two on 

Monday 4th November. 

Mrs Carol Bond 

Acting Head Teacher 

 

 

 


