
                             

Newsletter 8:  20/12/2019 
 

 

Dear Families,  

Inspiring Learners, Enriching Lives, Achieving Together 

 

Inspiring 

What an incredible end to 2019!  Since our last newsletter, Elm Park children have been busy with a whole 

host of exciting events. 

Deanfield and PGL assembly 

It was wonderful to hear the children sharing their excitement about the two residential trips our year 5 and 

6 children went on.  The children shared how they overcame their fear of heights, developed team building 

skills and created memories that truly will last a lifetime.  It was wonderful to see so many families coming 

to watch the assembly.  The children spoke with confidence and enthusiasm.  I want to say thank you to all 

of the children, who went on the camps.  Their behavior was exceptional and they were a credit to the 

school.  I also want to extend my thanks to all of our families for paying for the children to go on the trips.  A 

final thank you to my: 

 administration team for all of their work behind the scenes, sorting out payments, risk assessments 

and all of the booking information 

 staff, who accompanied the children on the trip.  Thank you for giving up your family time to make 

these trips possible. 

Christmas arrived at Elm Park! 

The talents our children have never cease to surprise me!   

 

Year 1 and 2 children performed the incredible play called Prickly Hay.  The solo’s performed by Bluebell 

and Elijah wowed the audience and brought tears to a lot of people’s eyes.  The acting and comedy timing 

of our children throughout the performance as well as their singing was truly incredible.  A huge thank you 

to our families for helping the children to learn their lines and a further thanks to all of my Key Stage 1 staff 

for their hard work in producing an excellent production. 

 

Our youngest children in the school showed their amazing acting talents as Reception performed The 

Nativity.  They showed such talent as they climbed onto the stage and spoke with confidence.  Their 

singing and dancing was also exceptional.  Another big thank you to Big Bears for coming and watching our 

dress rehearsal and all of the families, who joined us to celebrate the children’s first whole school 

performance.  A further thank you to my incredible Reception team for all of their hard work in producing 

such a fine performance! 
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Enriching 

WOW day 

This week saw the first Elm Park Wow day.  A chance for all children to have their learning displayed in the 

hall for all to see.  It was an fantastic event, with a huge amount of families coming along and looking at our 

incredible connected curriculum.  Wartime songs were being played in the hall, whilst a PowerPoint of 

learning in action was displayed on the big screen.  Hot air balloons hung from the ceiling and weapons 

throughout the ages made out of wood and clay were displayed on tables.  Diary entries, newspaper 

reports and poems were all on display, just to name a few.  If you haven’t had chance to come and see how 

incredible the learning in the hall looks, please do pop in after the holiday.   

 

          

 

             

 

More to celebrate… 



Annual Christmas visit to Salem: 

On Wednesday staff, parents and children walked to Salem Church for our annual nativity and Carol 

Service.  Our children showed incredible respect as they entered the church and remembered their 

wonderful singing voices.  The staff at Salem were keen to say how impressed they were with all of the 

children and wanted me to pass on a very Merry Christmas to all of our families at Elm Park. 

Christmas Lunch: 

A big thank you to Deb and her team in the kitchen for all of their hard work preparing and serving our 

delicious Christmas Lunch.  Children (and staff) were treat to turkey and all the trimmings.  

Carols by Candlight: 

On Wednesday evening, an event that I believe captures the absolute spirit of Elm Park took place.  Our 

annual Carols by Candlelight performance.  It was wonderful to watch families sitting together, sharing a 

glass of mulled wine and a mince pie, whilst enjoying a musical spectular that warmed everyones hearts.  

The children played their instruments with confidence and talent.  The choir sang their hearts out and 

families joined in the annual tradition of the twelve days of Christmas.  It was also the first performance by 

the SLTrio.  Myself, Mrs Lugg and Mrs Johnstone brushed off our very dusty instruments and performed a 

one off showing.  A special thank you to Mrs Kidger, who is the heart and soul of musical performances 

within our school, for organsing another incredible family event.   

Achieving 

Wallace and Gromit Grand Appeal: 

It was wonderful to see so many children and staff dressed in their Christmas jumpers, this week. As 

always, Mrs Egan stole the show wearing her inflatable Santa suit, whilst galloping along on her reindeer.  

Thank you to all families, who kindly made a donation at the end of the nativity plays and/or for the 

Christmas Jumper day.  We raised and incredible £338.77.  A cheque is in the post, as I write, to the 

Wallace and Gromit Grand Appeal to support Bristol Children’s hospital. 

As a staff team, we decided not to give each other Christmas presents this year.  Instead, we bought 

children’s books, to donate to the Bristol Children’s Hospital so that children, who are in hospital over the 

festive season can have a small present from Elm Park.  As a team, we have donated 75 brand new books!  

Thank you to Mrs Walsh for organising this. 

A fond goodbye and a welcome hello 

It is with sadness that we say goodbye to Miss Parker.  Having joined us in September, Miss Parker has 

been given a once in a lifetime opportunity to follow a passion of hers to work in the Performing Arts at a 

local college.  Miss Parker, we wish you every success for the future. 

I am pleased to welcome Mr Ramshaw to Elm Park.  Mr Ramshaw has been a supply teacher with our 

school for just over a year and truly believes in Elm Park’s core values of inspiring, enriching, achieving.  It 

is with great excitement that we welcome him as Chestnut class teacher for the rest of the academic year. 

Finally 

Finally, I just want to take this opportunity from myself, my staff and the governing body to wish all of the 

Elm Park community a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  Thank you for all of your ongoing 

support throughout 2019.  We hope that you can see just how far we have come as a school and look 

forward to continuing to develop Elm Park so that it truly is the very best it can be.  Looking forward to 

seeing all families return on Tuesday 7th January 2020. 

With fondest wishes to you and all of your family. 

Mrs Carol Bond 

Acting Headteacher 

 


