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School News...
Dear Families,
Inspiring Learners, Enriching Lives, Achieving Together
Welcome to a new decade at Elm Park! What an exciting 10 years the school has ahead of us! During the
new year celebrations, I realised that I will now be entering my second decade at Elm Park, as I started in
2010. How that time has flown. We have seen many challenges and successes over the course of the last
10 years. The next 10 years will continue to build on the successes of the past whilst also moving on to a
new chapter, with our new school being built, new outdoor learning environment and new families joining
our school. Although the next ten years will see many positive changes, it is truly important to all of us that
we do not lose sight of what makes Elm Park such an incredible place to learn – our children, families and
staff. We will continue to move forward with our new and inspiring curriculum, continue to develop even
better communication with our families and provide high quality learning both academically and pastorally.
My team and I are really looking forward to our next 10 years as part of the Elm Park community.
Inspiring
Connected Curriculum Update
We have launched our new connected curriculum topic for term 3 and 4, with a big focus on sustainability.
Next week, families will receive a slightly changed connected curriculum map, which will provide families
not only with the learning focus throughout terms 3 and 4 but also activities that you can do as a family and
optional homework projects for children to complete. Look out for the email next week for further
information.
Bang day!
We launched our new connected curriculum last week with our Bang Day. The whole school community
took part in a tidy up project including litter picking outside. The children then looked at reusing and
recycling different materials. Thank you to all of the staff for taking an active lead in this and for all of the
children for their fantastic knowledge of how to keep the school tidy and how to recycle products!
New School Drop In
Thank you to all families, who were able to come to the ‘Drop In’ session led by the local authority to
showcase our new school building. It was wonderful to see children’s faces light up as they tried to work
out which class they would be moving into! If the planning stages all move in the right direction, the plan is
to start building our new school in the summer holiday! If you did not get an opportunity to see the plans,
please do pop along to the school office as they are on display.
Enriching
Census Day Lunch
There was an overwhelming response to the number of children in the infants, who stayed for our census
day meals. 93% of the children stayed. Every child who stays for meals on this day adds a considerable
amount of money to our whole school budget. Last year, we gained nearly £20,000 in our budget from
children staying for lunch on census day so many thanks to all of our families for supporting this!

Chinese New Year lunch is next week (Thursday 23rd Jan). On offer are:
Chinese sticky BBQ chicken or Sweet & sour vegan chicken, Egg fried rice, stir fried vegetables, Mini
spring roll with Shortbread chopstick biscuit and ice cream.
Frome Valley 10K
At the bottom of the newsletter, you will find further information about our annual Frome Valley 10K. It was
incredible to see so many families taking part last year. Places sell out fast so please book yourself a place
and help support our amazing PTFA to raise valuable funds for our school. Huge thanks are extended to
Tory Corin for all of her dedication, support and drive to ensure that this is such an amazing event.
Achieving
Robotics in Action
Elm Park Lego Robotics Team ‘EP Mechs’ attended Hewlett Packard this week for the annual Lego
Robotics tournament. Our fantastic team showed passion, commitment and an incredible understanding of
coding and programming as they went up against fellow primary schools and secondary schools from
across the Wessex region. The children had to design and make a moving robot, that could be
programmed to complete complicated tasks. They also had to produce a presentation, which they
delivered with energy and enthusiasm to the judges. Throughout the competition, the judges also look at
how well the team works together to overcome challenges. It is with great pride that I can announce that
Team ‘EP Mechs’ won the design award and came second overall. A huge congratulations to the whole
team and a very special thank you to Mr Kellock and Mr Fletcher, who gave up their own time to run the
club.

A plea from local residents
During the consultation evening, many of our local residents popped along to see our school plans. They
were all incredibly positive about the new school and were very complimentary about our wonderful
children as they see them walking to and from school. One thing that many residents understandably
raised concerns around, was cars parking over driveways during both pick up and drop off time. Please
could all families be mindful of where they park during these times. Don’t forget that our Park and Stride
challenge is an incredible way to help with parking in the local area and keep our families fit and healthy.
On behalf of all of the staff at Elm Park, I would like to wish you a very happy 2020 and look forward to
continuing to work with you.
Mrs Carol Bond
Acting Headteacher

Our multi-terrain 10k returns - raising funds for Elm Park!
Whether you are a seasoned Frome Valley 10ker or were inspired by our runners last year and want to give it a go,
mark your calendars to grab one of our 250 places for the 3rd annual Frome Valley 10k. Entries open on Saturday 1
February at 10 am:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-frome-valley-10k-tickets-84738616483.
If you don’t fancy strapping on your running shoes, we are also in search of our invaluable squad of
cheerleaders/marshals along the route. If you can help on the day, please email elmparkptfa@gmail.com and/or
'Like' our Facebook page and send us a message that way: www.facebook.com/thefromevalley10k/.
And…do you work for a company that may be interested in sponsoring our race or is able to matchfund in any
capacity? If so, please get in touch!

A big thank you to 2020 our early sponsors:

Winterbourne Utd Youth FC
Soccer Tots
We are looking to recruit new players to join our growing Youth Development programme at
our club.
Primary school pupils in Reception and Year 1 are invited to join our current squad (ages 6yrs
and 6yrs). Applicants who are keen to learn and improve their soccer skills with indoor training
sessions are invited to join our expanding club.
Venue: Winterbourne Academy Sports Hall (by swimming pool)
From: Friday 24th January @ 16.30 to 17.30
Cost: £2 per session
Further information: see Facebook – Winterbourne United Football Youth
Or contact: Shaun Studley on 07786623865

Warren Teague on 07881667788

