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School News...
Dear Families,
It was with great pride that I showed some visitors from the local authority around the school. They admired the
incredible connected curriculum learning our children have been completing and were particularly impressed with
how vibrant our hall looks. They commented on the skilled art work and the progression of learning they could see
from reception to year 6. I would like to extend a huge thank you to all staff, who have taken on the challenge of
developing our whole school connected curriculum and to our children for embracing their learning opportunities,
working with enthusiasm and pride.
Below is a newsletter filled with all of the enrichment opportunities the children have had over the past two weeks.
Inspiring Learners, Enriching Lives, Achieving Together
Inspiring
Bang Days!
Last Monday, we had an exciting and interactive assembly led by Fizz Pop Science. The whole school
took part in an interactive assembly full of science investigations.
Explorer Dome
Over the past two days, the hall has been filled with laughter and excitement as we had a visit from the
Explorer Dome. Children from reception to year 6 crawled through a long dark tunnel into the inflatable
dome. Each class was treated to a magical workshop teaching the children about our environment.
Children were immersed in the atmosphere of a hot rainforest, dry desert and freezing arctic conditions!

Colourful images were projected onto the walls of the dome as the children listened to incredible facts and
stories from around the world.
How did we pay for this?

As a school, we are fortunate to gain commission on things such as the book fair and school photographs.
We have used this commission to pay for the Explorer Dome – thank you to all families who have helped to
make this wonderful experience possible.

Enriching
The Living Rainforest
Elm, Cedar and Hazel classes enjoyed their trip to The Living Rainforest on Monday. They explored the
rainforest and met a variety of animals, birds and insects including Cinnamon the sloth. They had a
workshop focusing on sustainability and were praised for the interest and knowledge that they already had
from their Connected Curriculum lessons. The children learned a lot and had a great time. Thank you to the
parents who came to help.

Visitors who joined us for lunch!
Deb and her team have had a busy 2 weeks hosting our visitors. Last Wednesday, year 3 families joined
our children for a delicious lunch of fish fingers, beans and chips. It was wonderful to see families sitting
together enjoying a meal and sharing their learning successes from the day. Many thanks to all families
who were able to join us! This Wednesday, we had a visit from some smaller people. The children from
Big Bears pre-school joined our reception children for lunch! Pre-school staff were amazed at how grown
up our reception children were and Big Bears children looked really at home as they sat at the tables and
tucked into their lunch. Many thanks to Deb and her team for an incredible time!
Don’t forget a date for your diary! Year 4 parent lunch is on Wednesday 26 February at 12:15. Further
information will be sent nearer the time.
Last Friday, Key Stage 2 playground had a festive feel as our children were treated to SNOW! The snow
dome (a company run by local businessman Jay Dormer) filled Key Stage 2 with snowy bubbles. The
children had a wonderful time as you can see from the pictures below. Many thanks to Mrs Parry, who
entered a competition and won the prize for the children of Elm Park.

Achieving

Park and Stride competition:
The WOW badge design competition is now open for entries! The competition deadline is
Friday, 6 March 2020.

Every year this badge design competition gives pupils the chance to design the 11 WOW badges.
Last year, they received over 100,000 entries, making it one of the biggest design competitions for
children in the UK!
This year's fantastic theme is: WONDERS OF THE WORLD
Following the theme and using the template attached, (if you can’t print at home, there are spare
paper copies in the foyer) draw anything from the natural environment, like waterfalls, forests,
glaciers, oceans and mountains, but also human-made wonders like bridges, temples, pyramids or
skyscrapers.
THE 11 WINNERS
The team at Living Streets will select 11 winning designs to be turned into more than 400,000 badges for
WOW 2020-21. Winners will also receive a trophy and up to £500 worth of FREE WOW resources. That
could mean free WOW for your school for a whole year!
NEW PRIZE DRAW
By taking part in the competition, you will automatically be entered into our brand-new prize draw to win
£500 worth of WOW resources. Five schools will be drawn at random to win this prize!
RUNNERS-UP
Every year the team receive some truly impressive design entries, making it extremely difficult to only
choose 11. That’s why, they are expanding their podium with the 11 most commended runners-up
winning a special WOW Trophy.
WHERE DO THE BADGES COME FROM?
All the WOW badges are made from repurposed plastic material, including old fridge trays, plastic plates
and even yoghurt pot off-cuts that were otherwise destined for landfill.
Fingers crossed for a winning South Gloucestershire entry and get drawing today!

Mrs Carol Bond
Acting Headteacher

Our multi-terrain 10k returns - raising funds for Elm Park!
Whether you are a seasoned Frome Valley 10ker or were inspired by our runners last year and want to give it a go,
mark your calendars to grab one of our 250 places for the 3rd annual Frome Valley 10k. Entries open on Saturday 1
February at 10 am:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-frome-valley-10k-tickets-84738616483.
If you don’t fancy strapping on your running shoes, we are also in search of our invaluable squad of
cheerleaders/marshals along the route. If you can help on the day, please email elmparkptfa@gmail.com and/or
'Like' our Facebook page and send us a message that way: www.facebook.com/thefromevalley10k/.
And…do you work for a company that may be interested in sponsoring our race or is able to matchfund in any
capacity? If so, please get in touch!

A big thank you to 2020 our early sponsors:

