
 
 

Learning Project –Week  8 – The Rainforest 

Age Range - Year 6 

Weekly Maths Tasks – aim for 1 per day Weekly Reading Tasks – aim for 1 per day 

 Working on Times Table Rockstars. Can you improve 
your Rockstar status? Play 10 Studio sessions to see 
the change. 
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school?cb=158935812
7859 

 Use BBC Bitesize 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhdwxnb/art
icles/z9n4k7h to revise adding and subtracting 
fractions. There are video clips and games there. 
When you are feeling confident, complete the 
worksheets in this pack. 

 Practise your arithmetic skills using the Trail Chaser 
worksheet. 

 Play ‘Dotty Six’, a game from the NRich website 
which is included in this pack. You will need 2 
players and a 6-sided dice. 

 Arithmetic practice Daily 10 Mental Maths Challenge 
at https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-
games/daily10. Choose Level 5 or 6. How many 
seconds do you need to answer the questions? 

 Ask your child to find (and maybe bake) a recipe 
involving chocolate in a recipe book or online. They 
can find out about chocolate at 
https://www.kew.org/read-and-watch/chocolate-
cacao-kew-gardens and summarise their learning.  

 Read the attached text about Rainforest Tribes and 
answer the comprehension questions. 

 Ask your child to listen and read along with the 
poem ‘A Blade of Grass’ 
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/a-blade-
of-grass/ What message is the poet trying to convey 
to the reader? 

 Ask your child to read an account of living in a 
rainforest at https://www.rainforest-
alliance.org/kids/rainforest-stories. Your child can 
record what the child likes and doesn’t like about 
living in the rainforest. 

 Task your child with creating a rainforest themed 
bookmark for a younger sibling or family member. 

Weekly Spelling Tasks – aim for 1 per day Weekly Writing Tasks – aim for 1 per day 

 Encourage your child to practise the Year 5/6 
Common Exception Words (see list below). Choose 5 
and create a mnemonic for each e.g. Rhythm Has 
Your Two Hips Moving. 

 Ask your child to create a rainforest glossary using 
these words as a starting point: canopy, monsoon, 
colony, extinct & deforestation 

 Use the worksheet provided to practise spelling 
words with the suffixes –ance, , -ancy, -ence, -ency 

 Can your child create their own rainforest themed 
crossword? They will need to include a list of clues 
and an answer sheet. 

 - In the garden or during your daily walk, ask your 
child to list nature related expanded noun phrases 
(e.g. the tall conifer by the wall). This may support 
your child’s writing this week. 

 After the reading task, your child can write a diary 
entry from the viewpoint of a child who lives in the 
rainforest. Remember to include plenty of 
description and also how the child feels.  

 Ask your child to write two contrasting descriptions 
of the rainforest – one that shows the rainforest’s 
beauty and the other that shows deforestation. Use 
the images provided to help you. 

 Rainforests are destroyed by nature so we should 
make use of their resources, not waste them. Write 
a balanced argument, giving reasons why someone 
might agree with this then reasons why they would 
disagree. 

 Ask your child to write a poem about the rainforest. 
Get your children to try and create 4 stanzas about 
the climate, animals, what they like about it and the 
potential dangers. Ask them to perform their poem. 

 Use the worksheet provided to up-level the 
sentences about the leopard in the rainforest. 



 
 

Learning Project – to be done throughout the week 
 
The project this week aims to provide opportunities for your child to learn more about the world’s rainforests. 
Learning may focus on the plants, animals and insects that inhabit the rainforest, food that originates there 
and weather patterns. It could look at plants and animals that can be found in the garden too. 
 

●  Deforestation: Destroying Animal Habitats and The Homes of Humans- Deforestation occurs in 
rainforests throughout the world. Trees are cut down on a huge scale, often to create space for 
grazing livestock or buildings. As part of this process, animal habitats and the homes of native people 
are often destroyed. Direct your child to create a poster highlighting the impact of deforestation on 
both humans and animals. Encourage them to think of possible solutions to some of these challenges 
and include these solutions on their posters. Here is some information to help them 
https://www.activewild.com/what-is-deforestation-for-kids-information-and-facts/ 

●  Welcome to The Jungle: Let Creativity Roar!- Henri Rousseau was a French painter from the 19th 
Century who created many paintings inspired by jungles and rainforests, although he never actually 
visited one. Direct your child to explore facts about this famous painter and encourage them to 
create a jungle/rainforest piece of artwork in his style. They could draw, paint or create a collage, 
depending on the resources you have available at home. Here you can find facts about Henri 
Rousseau: http://artsmarts4kids.blogspot.com/2008/02/henri-rousseau.html  

●  Discovering Far off Lands- In the 16th century, Sir Walter Raleigh sailed the Atlantic Ocean in 
search of a place called El Dorado. His expedition took him to Guyana and his search led him to 
discover the country’s rainforest. 400 years on, a group of children have taken on the challenge to 
follow in Sir Walter’s footsteps in their own expedition to Guyana. Direct your child to watch this clip 
and explore the others on the BBC Teach website. https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-
video/geography-ks2-ks2-planning-an-expedition/zb2f47h Challenge them to plan their own 
expedition and consider what they would need to take with them.  

●  Rumble in The Jungle - Get that Heart Rate Going! - Encourage your child to increase their heart 
rate by challenging themselves and members of the family to mimic the actions of animals which 
inhabit rainforests. Actions could include: jumping over logs, ducking under branches, high knees 
through quicksand, running from a tiger etc. Challenge them to record their heart rate (beats per 
minute) after each activity. Which activity increased their heart rate most?  

●  Deforestation: Our Climate and Our Planet- As well as impacting on animal habitats and native 
people, deforestation is also a major contributor towards climate change. Direct your child to create 
an awareness leaflet about the effects of climate change on our planet and how deforestation is 
contributing towards this. https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/global-
warming/deforestation/ and  https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/general-
geography/what-is-climate-change/  

 



 
 

 

 

 
Year 5-6 Common Exception Words 



Tribes of the Rainforest
Rainforests are fascinating ecosystems (plants and 
animals working together to create a habitat). They 
provide our planet with much-needed oxygen and 
are home to around 50% of all living things. 
Rainforests are not just home to animals and 
plants; they are also home to groups of people. 
There are many tribes of people who call the 
rainforest home but the most well-known are the 
Yanomami tribe, the pygmy tribe and the Huli tribe. 

The Yanomami Tribe
The Yanomami Tribe live in the South American rainforest. Some of those in this 
tribe have had little or even no contact with the outside world. It is believed 
that there are around 35 000 people in this tribe living in the rainforest. 

TThe Yanomami place a great deal of importance on equality. As a result of this, 
they have no chiefs, unlike many other tribes. Instead, decisions are made as 
an entire group.  

They live in very large circular houses that have no coverings over their central 
areas. There can be as many as 400 people living in one of these houses. The 
area in the centre is kept for social gatherings and families have their own space 
for sleeping and cooking around the covered section. 

When it comes to clothing, the Yanomami do not wear a great deal because 
of the hot climate. They like to decorate themselves with flowers and feathers. 
They also will often pierce their faces with bones as further decoration.

As a tribe, the Yanomami rely on the rainforest to provide for their needs both 
in terms of food and medicine. They also grow their own crops and will fish too. 

The women tend to be in charge of growing crops in gardens 
that they create themselves. The men’s role is to do the 

hunting. 

Sadly, there are many threats to the Yanomami 
way of life, such as disease, lack of healthcare, the 
development of gold mines and the expansion of 
cattle farms. In recent years, the Yanomami have 
formed groups to help them fight for the protection 

of their rights and lifestyle.
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The Huli Tribe 
The Huli Tribe are another tribe who are indigenous to 
the rainforest. They live in Papua New Guinea and it 
is thought that there are around 65 000 in the tribe. 

Nowadays, only around 10% of the Huli population 
live in the traditional way as many have adopted 
a more western lifestyle. However, for those who 
still hold to the traditions, their traditional houses 
are made from grass and tend to be round. All of the 
men in the tribe live together, often at the centre of the 
village. The women and children share houses further out 
from the centre. 

One of the most interesting traditions of Huli culture is their 
tradition for growing wigs! The male members of the tribe will grow their 
hair in special ways, adding feathers from various exotic birds. The wigs are 
cut off every once in a while and sold, sometimes for a lot of money. However, 
this practice must stop once the Huli man gets married! Older men who are 
experienced and skilled in this art are very sought after. Many are concerned 
that, because of the increasing westernisation of the tribe, the wig growing 
skills will soon be lost. 

Like the Yanomami tribe, the Huli tribe 
is under threat too. International 
companies, interested in the natural 
resources in Papua New Guinea, 
are taking over large pieces of 
land that used to belong to 
the Huli. There are also large 
portions of the rainforest that 
are in danger of deforestation. 

The Pygmy Tribe
The pygmy tribe can be found 
in the rainforest of West and 
Central Africa. This is the largest 
of the tribes; it is estimated that their 
population is around half a million. 

Tribes of the Rainforest
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Tribes of the Rainforest

The pygmy tribes are distinctive because of their small stature, although this 
helps them in their rainforest environment. In the pygmy tribes, an adult male 
tends not to grow over 150cm in height.

Some of the pygmy tribes have built strong connections with neighbouring 
tribes and as a result have lost some of their distinctive traditions. Because of 
the pressure on tribal life, some have been forced to seek work in town and cities. 
Consequently, many pygmies now wear western clothing but their traditional 
dress is made from bark and leaves. 

The pygmy tribe traditionally live in huts, 
built with bits of trees and leaves from the 
rainforest. They also rely on the rainforest 
for their food and for ingredients for 
their medicine. Hunting is an important 
part of pygmy life and they hunt for 
wild animals to eat. Before they go 
hunting, the people from the tribe 
perform a ceremony in which they 
ask permission from the spirits of the 
rainforest to hunt its animals. 

The pygmy tribe faces many threats to their way 
of life. Conservation projects, farmers, poachers and 
disease all threaten to erode this way of life which has taken place in the 
rainforest for many generations. 
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Questions
1. What is an ecosystem?

                         

2. What do the rainforests provide the planet with?

                         

3. How do the Yanomami make decisions?

                         

4. What do you think ‘indigenous’ mean? 

                         

5. What is threating the Huli way of life?

                         

6. What do you think it means that those who are skilled in wig-making are ‘very sought after’? 

                         

                         

7. What do you think ‘westernisation’ means? 

                          
                                     

8. Why is the pygmy tribe losing some of their traditions? 

                         
                               

9. Do you think the traditions of these tribes should be preserved? Why or why not?

                          
                        
                               

10. How could the rights of the tribes be protected?

                          
                        
                               

Tribes of the Rainforest



Tribes of the Rainforest

Answers
1. What is an ecosystem?

An ecosystem is plants and animals working together to create a habitat. 

2. What do the rainforests provide the planet with?

The rainforests provide the planet with oxygen. 

3. How do the Yanomami make decisions?

The Yanomami make decisions as a whole group. 

4. What do you think ‘indigenous’ mean? 

The word ‘indigenous’ means something or someone who is native to a particular area. 

5. What is threating the Huli way of life?

The Huli way of life is being threatened by international companies who are taking land 

and deforestation.

6. What do you think it means that those who are skilled in wig-making are ‘very sought after’? 

The term ‘very sought after’ in relation to those who are skilled in wig-making means 

that their skills are very much wanted. 

7. What do you think ‘westernisation’ means? 

‘Westernisation’ is the process of people adopting a lifestyle that is similar to that lived 
by people in the west of the world such as Great Britain and America. 

8. Why is the pygmy tribe losing some of their traditions? 

The pygmy tribe are losing some of their traditions because of their strong ties with 
other tribes and having to seek work in the cities. 

9. Do you think the traditions of these tribes should be preserved? Why or why not?

Answers will vary. 

10. How could the rights of the tribes be protected?

Answers will vary. 
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Look at the sentences below. 

Write the correct suffix. 

Write the reason for the spelling of the words with the suffix -ance, -ence, -ancy, or -ency in the table. 

a. Use -ance when the base word is an adjective that ends in -ant (remove the last three letters and add -ance)

b. Use -ance when the base word is a verb that ends in -ure or -ear (remove the final ‘e’ if the verb ends in -ure 

before adding -ance) 

c. Use -ance when the base word is a verb that ends in -y (change the ‘y’ to ‘i’, then add -ance)

d. Use -ence when the base word is a verb that ends in -ere (remove the final ‘e’, then add -ence) 

e. Use -ence when the base word is an adjective that ends in -ent (remove the last three letters, then add -ence)

f. Use -ancy

g. Use -ency 

We have insur__________ for our house in case of natural disasters.

We will prevent the disappear__________ of endangered species.

Ann works in an advertising ag__________.

These countries will form a political and economic alli__________.

We need an emerg__________ meeting!

There is some vari__________ in the experiment results.

I have found evid__________ of a chemical change in the liquids.

The judge did not believe in their innoc__________.

I cannot hear you well. There is some interfer__________ in the call.

I love the eleg__________ of 1950s fashion.

Paula’s teacher told her to improve the cohe__________ of her essay.

There is an abund__________ of fresh fruits and vegetables on my aunt’s farm.

Liz works in fashion consult__________.

Janet announced her pregn__________.
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Answers

Adding a suffix vowel –ance, -ence, -ancy, -ency

Look at the sentences. Write the suffix -ance, -ence, -ancy, or -ency in the space to correctly complete the word. 

1. We really need the client to cooperate with us to finish this project successfully. His compliance is very important. 

2. No one can deny Jake’s brilliance. He has come up with some of the best ideas any of us have heard! 

3. It is not easy to be on stage in front of a big audience. You need to have a lot of confidence. 

4. Janet is working as an administrative assistant now, but she is studying accountancy at university. 

5. I am trying to make soup, but it is not working well. The consistency is all wrong. I think it is too thick. 

6. We will have a very important meeting on Thursday. Everyone’s presence is obligatory. 

7. Kelly knows that your personal appearance in business is very important, so she always wears professional 
clothes. 

8. Hello, my name is Jennifer. How can I be of assistance to you today? 

9. The convenience of the Internet is really amazing. We can study, interact, learn, and share from our own homes. 

Write the correct suffix.

Write the reason for the spelling of the words with the suffix -ance, -ence, -ancy, or -ency in the sentences. 

We have insurance for our house in case of natural disasters. - B

We will prevent the disappearance of endangered species. - B

Ann works in an advertising agency. - G

These countries will form a political and economic alliance. - C

We need an emergency meeting! - G

There is some variance in the experiment results. - C

I have found evidence of a chemical change in the liquids. - E

The judge did not believe in their innocence. - E

I cannot hear you well. There is some interference in the call. - D

I love the elegance of 1950s fashion. - A

Paula’s teacher told her to improve the coherence of her essay. - E

There is an abundance of fresh fruits and vegetables on my aunt’s farm. - A

Liz works in fashion consultancy. - F



Uplevelling Sentences  
Stalking Its Prey

1. Begin your sentence with a fronted adverbial.

2. Use modifying nouns and adjectives to create expanded noun phrases.

3. Add a relative clause beginning with who, which, that or whose.

4. Add a subordinating conjunction to give extra detail about the situation.

Use these steps to improve the sentences below:

The leopard stalked its prey.

 

 

 

The water from the river cooled its paws.

 

 

 

It had trekked through the jungle for hours.
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Add Fractions

Add the following fractions. You will need to convert the fractions so they all have the same denominator.

1.	

2.	

3.	

4.	

5.	

Aim: to add fractions

twinkl.co.uk
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Add Fractions Answer Sheet

Add the following fractions. You will need to convert the fractions so they all have the same denominator.

1.	

2.	

3.	

4.	

5.	

twinkl.co.uk

Aim: to add fractions
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19,108

1473 ÷ 6 =

537,333

0.8 + 9.03 =

562 x 34 =

27

974 – = 432

76,929

3850

542

154 x 25 = 

34.23 – 2.89 =

9.83

245.5

76,234 + 695 =

31.34

33

Arithmetic Trail Chaser

Start at any question and draw a line to the answer.  Then start at the question on the same shape and join it to the 
answer on a different shape with a line.  Stop when you have connected all the questions and answers together.  
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Like this? Find more 
differentiated Arithmetic 

resources here.
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0.8 + 9.03 =
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543,876 – 6543 = 
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8448 ÷ 12 =
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Arithmetic Trail Chaser

Start at any question and draw a line to the answer.  Then start at the question on the same shape and join it to the 
answer on a different shape with a line.  Stop when you have connected all the questions and answers together.  
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