
 
 

Learning Project –Week 12 – Space 

Age Range - Year 3 

Weekly Maths Tasks – aim for 1 per day Weekly Reading Tasks – aim for 1 per day 

 Working on Times Table Rockstars 

  Give your child an A4 piece of paper and mark out a 
rectangle 12cm by 24cm. They are designing a 
vegetable patch and need to include the following 
areas: A carrot zone with a perimeter of 32cm, a pea 
zone with an area of 12cm squared, a strawberry zone 
with an area of 20cm squared and a perimeter of 
18cm.  

  Following on, your child can design 3 more zones of 
their choice but there must be a difference of at least 
2cm between each of the areas.  

 Conquer the Area. You will need: square paper or draw 
a square grid, 2 different colour pencils and 2 dice. Roll 
the dice and multiply the two numbers together. 
Whoever rolled the dice draws this area on the square 
grid with their pencil. Fill up the whole page - whoever 
has taken up the most space wins.  

 Practise counting in multiples of 50 and 100 forwards 
and backwards. Record these sequences on paper.  

  Visit 
https://primarymaths.wordpress.com/category/space-
activities/for more space-themed activities. 

 Encourage your child to recreate space and read a story 
e.g. under dark bed sheets with a torch or even in the 
garden under the stars (with supervision).  

 Read Chapter 1 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/17032/Sur
vival-in-Space-The-Apollo-13-Mission-by-David-
Long.html . Ask your child to note down unfamiliar 
words and explore these together.  

  Encourage your child to explore the surface of Mars on 
the Curiosity Rover https://accessmars.withgoogle.com 
What did they notice? What was most surprising?  

 Get your child to create their own Book Bingo. See 
https://khalsaread.wordpress.com inspiration. Can they 
complete the game over the next week?  

 Read the text about Neil Armstrong provided in this pack 
and answer the comprehension questions. 

 

Weekly Spelling Tasks – aim for 1 per day Weekly Writing Tasks – aim for 1 per day 

 Ask your child to create their very own space themed 
word bank e.g orbit, solar, comet. They can refer to 
this for some of their writing tasks.  

 Practise spelling these words: division, invasion, 
confusion, decision, collision, television. Ask your 
child to list synonyms for each word (words with the 
same meaning).  

 Learn to spell the names of all the planets in our solar 
system. Put them in alphabetical order and then order 
of size.  

 Flash writing.  Choose 5 Common Exception words and 
go into a darkened room with a torch and write them 
in the air with the torch light.  

 Using the word bank they created, ask your child to 
create their very own space-themed word search. A 
family member could complete it.  

 Complete the crossword provided using Year 3/4 
Common Exception Words. 

 

 Visit the Literacy Shed for this wonderful resource on Rock, 
Paper, Scissors. https://www.literacyshed.com/a-shed-full-of-
animations.html Or your child can write a response to this: If I 
met an alien, I would... Your child could record their responses 
in a list to form a list poem and then perform it.  

 Ask your child to write a diary entry about what it would be 
like on a https://safeyoutube.net/w/GA6K.What do they miss 
about life on Earth? More inspiration 
https://safeyoutube.net/w/Lf16 

 Encourage your child to create a travel brochure for a planet 
of their choice or to promote space tourism in general. Make 
sure they include information about travel times, 
accommodation, food and things to do and see. If you have 
access to a PC, this could be done on Word. 

 Ask your child to write a story about a character who went 
into space for the day. Ask them to think about which time 
openers (e.g. Later that day,) they could use and how they 
could build suspense to engage the reader.  

 Create an information poster about Neil Armstrong.  Remind 
your child to use labels and captions. What diagrams could 
they include? 
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Learning Project – to be done throughout the week 

The project this week aims to provide opportunities for your child to learn more about space. 
Learning may focus on our Solar System, the Sun and the Moon. It could look at life in outer 
space from the view of an astronaut and travelling through space.  

 Our Solar System-  Encourage your child to think about what they already know about space and 
create a mind map. Can they name the planets in our solar system? Can they remember them in 
order or create their own mnemonic to help them? Ask your child to research the characteristics of 
the planets e.g What is it made of? What size is it? How close to the Sun is it? Temperature? Can they 
create a fact file, PowerPoint or Google Slide presentation on a planet of their choice?  Use these 
facts https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/science/space/facts-about-mars/about Mars or 
these  https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/science/space/ten-facts-about-space/ may be a 
good starting point.  

 

 Blast off!- Ask your child to design a new spacesuit suitable for an astronaut. They will need to 
consider which materials would be most suitable, comfort for the astronauts and the temperature in 
space. Encourage them to design a logo for the spacesuit too. Perhaps they could make this using 
materials from around the home?  

 

 Astronaut Aerobics- Astronauts have to be fit and agile for their missions to space. Ask your child to 
design an obstacle course in your garden or home space and put your agility to the test! Can you find 
your pulse and count your heart rate before and after exercising? Recommendation at least 2 hours 
of exercise a week.  

 

 Out of this World- Ask your child if space travel was made more accessible and they could go on 
holiday to space, would they like to be the first space tourist? Can they think of arguments for and 
against being the first space tourist? Is it unethical for millionaires to spend their money on space 
tourism or should they spend all their money on reducing poverty? Ask them to prepare a speech 
about this discussion point.  

 

 One Giant Leap for Mankind - Ask your child to find out about Neil Armstrong. Who was he and what 
challenges did he have to overcome during his life? Can they write a biography or create a piece of 
drama about Neil Armstrong’s life and achievements?  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

English 

Broken: rock , paper, scissors film activity. 

Before the film ask the children what they think the film could be about from the title? 
If they were playing the game (you might want to let them play a few rounds) then who beats who? If this 
were a story who would win a battle?  

Play the film and pause it after 20 seconds. 
Which character do you think this is? 
Can you think of any adverbs to describe how he moves? 
Use similes or metaphors to describe his appearance. Pause the film after 52 seconds when Rock rests his 
head on his arm. 
Who is Rock watching? 
Describe how Paper is moving. 
What does Rock think about Paper?  

Pause after 1 minute 
How does the director use music and sound to signify danger? 
How could we get the same effect in our writing? Pause the film on the close up of Scissors’ face 
How could we describe Scissors’ face? 
Use similes or metaphors to enhance the description of his angular features.  

Pause the film at 1 min 25 when Rock grips Paper’s arm. 
If he could speak what do you think he would say to her now? 
What punctuation would we need to use to write it down. 
Play the next couple of seconds and asks why can’t he hold on to Paper’s arm?  

Pause the film at 2min 23 secs when Scissors is marching towards them. 
Based on the traditional game can children make predictions what will happen?  

Pause the film at 3 min 07 secs when Rock is stood over the lifeless Paper. 
How did Rock feel when he vanquished Scissors? • How does he feel now?  

How might an author show this in their writing?  

Pause the film at 3 min 18 seconds. 
When Rock’s hands first crumble at her touch. • What can Rock not do? 
How will he help her? Will he help her? 
What would you do if you were Rock?  

Pause the film at 3 min 44 secs when the sun hits Paper’s face. 
What has happened?  

At the end of the film 
What has happened? 
Were you right or wrong? 
How does Paper feel about Rock? 
Do you think Rock regrets his actions?  



 
 
 Please note that there are no answers to these discussion questions.  

Rock’s last diary entry:  

Imagine that Rock recounted his last day just as he crumbled to pieces in the act of saving 
Paper.  

 

 

 

 



 
 



 
 
Reading – First Man on the Moon 

In 1969, Neil Armstrong became a worldwide name and a hero. He was the first person to walk on 
the Moon.  

Neil Armstrong was born on 5th August 1930, in the state of Ohio in the USA. His passion for flying 
blossomed at a young age. When he was two years old, his parents took him to Cleveland Air Race 
which was where he saw his first ever aircraft up close. At the age of six, Neil was taken by his dad 
for a ride in an aeroplane. He worked hard to achieve his dream of being a pilot: Armstrong was only 
16 years old when he received his first pilot’s licence, before he could even drive a car!  

Fun Facts  

• He was an eager Boy Scout and earned the rank of Eagle Scout!  

• As a child, he suffered from travel sickness, but luckily, he was absolutely fine on the journey to the 
Moon!  

• He loved making model aircraft in his spare time.  

During his long career, Neil Armstrong flew more than two hundred different aircraft. His strengths 
were being resilient and calm under pressure 
so he was excellent at flying in very dangerous 
situations. As a result, in September 1962, he was accepted to the NASA astronaut corps.  

The Moon Landing: Finally, everything was ready! On 16th July 1969, at 13:32, the powerful Saturn V 
rocket blasted Neil Armstrong and his crew mates Edwin (Buzz) Aldrin and Michael Collins into 
space. It was a long journey to the Moon that took over three days! Four days later, Armstrong and 
Aldrin landed on the Moon. They landed in the lunar module, called ‘the Eagle’. Collins stayed in 

orbit, doing experiments and taking photographs. Finally, following checks and preparation, on 20th 

July 1969, they opened the hatch of the Eagle. The Moon landing was shown all across the world on 
television. It is estimated that 600 million people watched. As he stepped off the ladder, he was 
heard to say, “That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.” During their moonwalk, 
Armstrong and Aldrin planted the flag of the United States of America. They also spent time 
collecting moon rocks from the surface and brought them back to Earth to be studied. The 

astronauts arrived home on Earth on 24th July 1969.  

Later Life  

After he had returned home, Armstrong retired from being an astronaut. However, his enthusiasm 
for space and aircraft continued and he became a professor in order to share his passion. Neil 

Armstrong died on 25th August 2012 at the age of 82.  

Did You Know...?  There is no wind on the Moon so the astronauts’ footprints will still be there right now, nearly fifty 
years later, and perhaps for millions of years to come!  



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

Crossword 1 Answers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Maths Tasks – Area and Perimeter 

Perimeter 

Calculate the perimeter of each of these shapes. Write the answer inside the shape. Always 
check the units of measure and remember that these drawings are not to scale!  

 

 



 
 

Perimeter Answers 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Perimeter -Task 2 

 

 

 



 
 

Perimeter Answers 

 

 

 



 
 

Calculate the area  

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Answers -area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Mindfulness colouring 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


