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Dear Families,
Inspiring Learners, Enriching Lives, Achieving Together
What a term!
At the start of September, we welcomed all children back for the first time in 6 months. Our reception
families were welcomed into our school and the children have settled incredibly well. It was a delight to
walk through (at a social distance) to see our children engaging in phonics learning and enjoying free flow
into our incredible outside space. Ms Jones has remarked on how the mud kitchen is a firm favourite for
many of our reception children this year.
We were also very pleased to welcome 12 new families from near and far. We started the year with 204
children on the school roll and are going into the first holiday with 217 children. It has been wonderful to
hear how our families, whose children have joined us from other schools, have been made to feel so
welcome, not only by children and staff but also by a friendly smile and a quick hello in the playground from
you as parents.
The enabling works, which form part of the whole school build have taken place during term 1. You cannot
help but notice the new (and not very beautiful) temporary carpark at the front of the school. However, the
most exciting part of the enabling works has now been completed! Key Stage 2 children have a brand new
playground. When speaking with the School Council, last year they asked if they could have proper goal
posts and a basketball net. They wrote a letter, which I passed on to the landscape architect, Peter. He
was so impressed with the children’s letter than he redesigned an element of the playground to include
these requests. Here are some pictures of our incredible new play area.

Connected Curriculum Update
Over the course of term 1 and 2, our children will be finding out the answer to the whole school question:
‘How is our community changing over time?’
In year 1 and 2, the children have spoken with excitement about coming back to school. It has been
wonderful to watch them enjoying playing together in the playground and engaging with their learning. The
children have been sharing information about their family, learning about British Values and how these are
reflected in our whole school values and also learning about the British Monarchy. I has incredibly
impressed during Hot Chocolate Friday to find out that The Queen has 9 thrones – 6 of which are at
Buckingham Palace! Ellie, thank you for sharing this piece of learning with me!
In year 3 and 4, our children have been learning about Fry’s chocolate factory. They have been
understanding the impact this factory had on our local area, including how the economy changed over time.
They also had the opportunity to sample lots of different types of chocolate and then have a go at making
their own! I hope the Year 3 and 4 parents got a chance to sample some!
In year 5 and 6, the children have been learning about immigration over time, including The Windrush
Generation. They have been looking at how Bristol has evolved over time and how, even in the 21st
Century, people are still fighting to ensure equality of opportunity. The children have impressed us all with
their passion for The Black Lives Matter Movement. Yesterday, they re-enacted a protest that took place in
1963 in Bristol for the Bus Boycott. Below is a speech Lyla wrote and shared during the protest rallies. We
are hoping to be able to upload the incredible videos onto the school website so that you can see how
passionate our children are.

No segregation! No separation!
We are all here today to protest something. Something that should have been done long, long ago. Something that
many people suffer from even today. That something is racism, and why it needs to be banned. Everyone is the same
here on Earth. However, some people don’t think so. Some people think it’s ok to treat people differently based on
the colour of their skin. It’s horrible. They feel that it’s alright and fair to leave people out because they’re not the
same skin colour. Imagine having the chance to have your dream job… and then being told you can’t have it due to
the colour of your skin. It’s unfair, careless, discriminating and disgusting. But it’s real life. And this is why we need to
change. It’s why we need to boycott the buses. We will win our case and fight for equality. People think that we
shouldn’t have the job that we worked really hard for. We need to win the right for black people to work on the
buses. Freedom, freedom, freedom. We need freedom. No segregation! No separation!

By Lyla Grice

Below is a summary of yesterday’s protest, written by some children from Cedar Class.

On Thursday 22nd October, Upper KS2 classes took part in a peaceful protest march to finish off our recent
learning on the Bristol Windrush Generation. Firstly, we looked at the lives of people that were part of the
migration from the Caribbean to Bristol and took interest in how they overcame the racism and
discrimination problems that they faced. We also looked at the life of Princess Campbell, who was Bristol’s
first black ward sister. Following this, we
focused on another significant Bristolian
called Paul Stevenson who originally
organised the Bristol Boycott marches to
protest against the Bristol Bus Company’s
policy of no black workers. We then went on
to replicate the Bus Boycott march.
We began by holding the banners that we
had made and chanting the slogans that we
had created, for example, ‘Black is beautiful’ and ‘Respect blacks as you respect whites’. The three classes
then preformed their own chants led by Brooke E, Nikita, Ruby, Romy and Mikey from Elm, Emily, Dylan,
Harley, Poppy and Evie from Cedar and Luke, Will, Seb, Max and Archie from Hazel. There were also some
speech-givers who were Erin, Mikey, Kayden and Lyla.
To round it off we sang a song called ‘We Shall Not Be Moved ’. We all had lots of fun whilst learning about
racism and discrimination and how they affect people’s lives

Thanks to all the teachers for organising this for us!
Lucas, Willow, David, Evie and Lyla

Red Card to Racism
A huge thank you to all families, who wore red to school, last Friday. We raised just over £130. The
money raised will go towards charities helping to tackle racism. If you would like to find out more about this
incredible organisation, please follow this link: https://www.theredcard.org/

Who’s who at Elm Park:
Well… there have been a few changes over the past few weeks at Elm Park and I would like to update you
on the current staffing. Sadly, due to health reasons, we have had to say goodbye to Mrs Winter, who was
a teaching assistant in Oak class. We are also going to be saying farewell but see you soon to Mrs Payne
on 6th November as she will be continuing to work from home prior to starting her maternity leave.

We say a very friendly welcome to
Mrs Sarah Lugg, who has become our permanent Deputy Head Teacher
Miss Griffiths, who will be teaching in Willow class to cover Mrs Payne’s maternity leave. Miss Griffiths has
been working in a local South Gloucestershire school throughout the past 6 years and had planned to
spend a year working in Dubai. Sadly for her, due to the COVID-19 restrictions, she returned to England
and is now looking forward to working with our incredible year 3 class.

Mrs Clements, an already friendly face around school working as a breakfast club supervisor and as and
Lunch break supervisor, is also taking over Mrs Winter’s role as Teaching Assistant in Oak Class.
Mrs Woodman and Ms Krzykowski, who are joining our Lunch Break Supervising team and will be working
in Willow class and Cedar class.
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An update from our House Captains
Counting has taken place and the current house point totals are:

House point scores so far
Green - 1071
Yellow - 1151
Blue - 1374
Red - 1174
Congratulations to Blue Team as they move
into the lead during the end of term 1. Well
done to all children, who have worked hard
and followed the Golden Rules to earn
house points for our teams.

COVID-19 Update
Parents Evening will have a slightly different format to ensure that we are complying with current
COVID-19 Guidance. You will receive a letter today, detailing how Parents Evenings will work
next term and a clear timeline for how you can sign up, when you will get chance to see your
child/ren’s learning and how the meetings will take place. If you haven’t received the email, please
contact the school office.
Harvest Assembly
This year, Harvest assemblies will take place in the children’s classrooms on Friday 6 th November.
We would really like to support the Yate Foodbank and provide donations to them. Could we ask
that you bring in packets of food e.g. canned food, packet food, boxes of biscuits, chocolates etc.
on this day. These items will then be put into quarantine boxes for 72 hours and will then be
delivered to the food bank.
Nativity and Christmas plays
Due to current COVID-19 restrictions, we are sad to say that we will not be able to invite families
to come in and watch the live performances. However, it is with very grateful thanks to Father
Malcolm that he has kindly offered our Reception children the chance to go to St Michaels Church
and perform there. This production will be ‘held behind closed doors’ but will be recorded using
the church’s new video and audio equipment. This will then be shared with families on Tapestry.
We truly are so very sorry that we cannot invite you in but hope that having a video of their first
school performance will be something that you can treasure forever.
Where the Year 1 and 2 Christmas Production is concerned, due to larger numbers of children, the
church is unable to help us record this production. We know that many families have a wide
variety of expertise and we were wondering if anyone has recording and sound equipment that
they would either be willing to lend the school or (even better) if they could come in and record the
production for us. Obviously, we would have to ensure that all safeguarding and online safety
policies were followed, including ensuring that the person who helped had completed a successful
DBS check. If you are able to help or know someone that could help us, please do get in contact
with Mrs Johnstone (Infant Leader), via the school office.

HALF TERM – WHO DO I CONTACT IF MY CHILD TESTS POSITIVE IN HALF TERM?
Who to inform
What information to provide
SATURDAY
24 October

SUNDAY
25 October

MONDAY
26 October

TUESDAY
27 October

WEDNESDAY
28 October to
SUNDAY 1
November

Email Duty Consultant
Duty.Consultant@southglos.gov.uk
Remember:
Your whole household needs to self-isolate for
14 days
Email Duty Consultant
Duty.Consultant@southglos.gov.uk
Remember:
Your whole household needs to self-isolate for
14 days
Email Duty Consultant
Duty.Consultant@southglos.gov.uk
Remember:
Your whole household needs to self-isolate for
14 days
Email Duty Consultant
Duty.Consultant@southglos.gov.uk
Remember:
Your whole household needs to self-isolate for
14 days
Email the School
elmparkparents@sgmail.org.uk
Remember:
Your whole household needs to self-isolate for
14 days















The name of the school / setting
The year group and class your child is
in
When your child’s symptoms started
The name of the school / setting
The year group and class your child is
in
When your child’s symptoms started
The name of the school / setting
The year group and class your child is
in
When your child’s symptoms started
The name of the school / setting
The year group and class your child is
in
When your child’s symptoms started
Let the school know when symptoms
started, then count 10 days after this
to get the date your child will be able
to return to school if they are well
enough.

Why do we need to contact different people at the beginning of half term?
When Covid-19 symptoms start the person is infectious 48 hours before this and up to 10 days afterwards. If your
child gets symptoms over the weekend it may impact on others in their class. But if they get symptoms from
Monday of half term onwards and then gets tested positive you won’t need to alert the school/setting. You will
need to let all those your child has been in close contact with know they have tested positive and they will need to
self-isolate.
This includes letting any half term out of school care / holiday clubs / activity clubs know about symptoms and
test results too.
There’s lots of useful Covid-19 information for parents and carers here:
Returning to School
Guidance for events and celebrating occasions
Is my child too ill for school?
My Child’s bubble is closed what do I need to do?
Support Payment scheme link (telephone number 01454 434087 Mon-Fri 9:00 - 17:00)

Important Dates:
2nd November - INSET Day
3rd November - Start of Term 2 for children.
5th November – Fireworks themed school lunch
11th November - Year 3 and 4 will be writing and producing a virtual Remembrance Assembly,
which will be played in all classes. We also hope to share this with all families via the school
website.

16th November – 20th November Anti- bullying week. Support the Unit Against Bullying by wearing
odd socks to school on Monday 16th November.

.
16th – 20th November – Parents Day (previously called Parents Evening)

30th November – St Andrew’s Day themed lunch
16th December – Video of Reception Nativity uploaded to Tapestry
Video of Year 1 and 2 Christmas Production uploaded to Seesaw.
16th December – School Christmas Lunch
18th December Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Party.

Below you will find a promotion for Kidspass to claim a half price Kids pass for days out, cinema,
restaurants, holidays, etc.
Please also find attached Halloween safety information from Avon Fire Service.

And finally, I just wanted to say a huge thank you to all families for your continued support with the
staggered entry and exit times during the school day. It really is helping us to ensure that we can
stay as socially distanced as possible, during these challenging times.
Sending you all very best wishes for a happy and peaceful half term. We are really looking
forward to welcoming you all back on Tuesday 3rd November 2020.

Mrs Carol Bond
Head Teacher

School Parents Wellbeing Promotion
Claim your half price Kids Pass now https://info.kidspass.co.uk/school-fundraising
Kids Pass are the UKs number 1 App for parents! Used by over 1 Million Parents
For each pass sold Kids Pass will donate £5 back to the school!
Membership includes






Up to 57% off family days out
Up to 40% off adult or child cinema tickets, 7 days a week
Up to 25% off restaurants
Up to 50% off family holidays
And thousands of exclusive shopping discounts!

