
 
 

Willow Class Newsletter – Term 1 
Welcome back!  
We hope that you have all had a brilliant summer. We have had a fantastic start to the year 
already and we are looking forward to all the opportunities that this term will bring.  
Mrs Haley and Mrs Keeping are the teachers of Willow class and Mrs Cook will also be supporting 
the class.  

English 
 Our text for this term will be The 
Iron Man by Ted Hughes.  
 
We will be exploring the 
characters and themes of the 
book, as well as learning to use 

and identify simple and compound sentences, 
direct speech and effective noun phrases. We 
will use these in a selection of fiction and non-
fiction pieces of writing.  

Maths  
We will be starting the 
year with a focus on place 
value up to 1,000. We will 
be representing and 

partitioning numbers in different ways and using 
this to support our calculations. We will be 
comparing and ordering numbers within this 
range and plotting them onto blank number 
lines. The Key Instant Recall Fact (KIRF) that we 
will be working on is ‘to know number bonds for 
each number to 20’.         

Connected Curriculum 
Our curriculum question for Terms 1 and 2 will be ‘How have tools and 
weapons changed over time?’ We will be learning about chronology and using 
timelines and investigating tools and weapons used in the Stone Age, by the 
Vikings and during the Medieval time, comparing their uses and purposes. We will also be making 
Viking shields and Medieval catapults. 

PE 
PE will take place on Monday 
and Thursday. Please ensure 
that your child wears their PE kit 
to school on these days. This 

includes a coloured t-shirt (house colour), 
black shorts/tracksuit bottoms/leggings and 
trainers. The normal Elm Park sweatshirt or PE 
hoodie can be worn.  

Water bottles 
Please ensure that your child brings a full 
water bottle to school with them every 
day.  
 

Your child may also bring fruit or a healthy snack 
for morning playtime (no crisps, chocolate bars 
etc. please).  

Home learning 
We ask that children bring their reading diary into school every day and that they read at home at 
least 5 times per week. Your child will also have a Times Table Rockstars login and we would like 
all children to practise their mental maths facts on this 5 times per week as well.   
Spelling homework will be sent home on Mondays on Seesaw and we ask that 
this is returned on Thursdays.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the office to arrange a phone call from the 
class teacher.  
Thank you for your continued support.  

 


