
 

 

 

 

 

 

Inspiring Learners, Enriching Lives, Achieving Together 

 

Dear Families,  

What an amazing start to the academic year.  It has been lovely to see the children return with excitement and 

enthusiasm.  Last week, families were sent class newsletters, which explained our connected curriculum focus and 

curriculum coverage.  It also shared with families essential information, for example PE days and homework 

expectations.  I am aware that there was a slight teething problem with the transfer of classes on the Teachers to 

Pparents system.  If you did not receive the email, please telephone the school office and let them know. 

Last week, singing assembly began again for the first time in 18 months.  Our children reignited their passion for 

singing.  Mrs Kidger, our talented music leader, led them in a host of old favourites and new songs.   In so many 

ways, it felt as if we had been transported back in time two years.   

As you know, our hall truly is the heart of the school and the buzz of excitement continued as all of our children 

came back together in person for our whole school assemblies. On Friday, our certificates were handed out to 

children, who had achieved above on beyond in their learning.  It really has been such a wonderful sight to see a 

little bit of normal back again.  We cannot wait to start our Hot Chocolate Fridays next week.  There has been a real 

ripple of excitement about who will be joining me for a hot choc and biscuit.  

In my last correspondence, I asked for previously PTFA members to get in touch and have been really overwhelmed 

by the contact – thank you.  I would like to invite all previous PTFA members to join me at school on Wednesday 22nd 

September at 2:30pm to share where we were in relation to plans and where we go from here.  At that meeting, I 

would like us to agree an AGM meeting and invite the whole school community to attend.  Further information 

about this will be sent once we have a date. 

 

 

 

Our Connected Curriculum Bang Day: 

This week, the excitement has continued as our children walked along Winterbourne High Street and down to the 

Medieval Barn for their first school trip of the year.  We were welcomed at the Barn by Jasmine, who was full of 

energy and excitement as she explained that we were the first school to return to the Barn since it closed for 

refurbishment in 2018.  The children from year 1-6 had a terrific time as they made medieval potions, sampled 
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medieval food and dressed in period clothing. As you can see from the photographs, the children had a truly 

wonderful time. 

    

     

A huge thank you to all families, who were able to walk with us.   

 

 

 

What exciting events are happening next? 

Our Enrichment afternoons kicked off with a bang today!  Our children are learning new and exciting skills such as: 

Badminton, Drama, Gardening and Quidditch… yes it happens at Elm Park and not just at Hogwarts… I have always 

said we have a magical school.   

 

    

As the year progresses, we aim to continue to enrich our children’s curriculum further.  Staff will all be leading 

afterschool clubs and we are really looking forward to continue to develop our Enrichment Afternoons. We have 

plethora of activities including: Harvest service, Infant Christmas productions, Carols by Candlelight, a whole school 

trip the Aerospace Bristol and themed weeks including: Science, Sport and Arts to name but a few.  None of us can 

predict the pattern of future events so we have decided to be brave and assume that we can take part in all of our 

usual events.  With this in mind, I have included a planner for the year attached to this email.  It details all school 

holidays, INSET days, pre-planned trips and other exciting school events.  Should Government Guidelines change, we 

may need to revisit these timings or change the way that the activities take place, but for now we are keeping our 

fingers firmly crossed that our year can go ahead as planned.  Something to look out for is the change to the end of 

academic year.  This week, we received notification from the local authority that due to the additional bank holiday 

next year, the school year will finish on Thursday 20th July 2022 NOT Friday 21st July 2022 as previously advertised. 
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House Team News 

At the start of a new year, it is time to vote for captains for each of our house teams. The children in Year 6 have 

been busy preparing speeches, following a visit last week from Tim Bowles (local councillor and former Mayor of the 

West of England). On Monday afternoon, 28 Year 6 children put themselves forward for election and each one of 

them showed their maturity and commitment. Well done to all of you. 

 

We are pleased to announce that the House Captains for 2021/22 are:  

Madagascar (Blue) – Evie and Archie 

Amazon (Yellow) – Rosie and Jack 

Redwood (Red) – Isla and Alfie 

Sherwood (Green) – Lorna, Eva and Blake 

 

Huge congratulations to all of you! 

 

This week’s house points are: 

1st Place – Red – 164 points 

2nd Place – Green – 123 points 

3rd Place – Yellow and Blue – 101 points 

 

 

PE and Sports News 

This week, children in KS2 have had new equipment at playtimes to encourage them to stay active. The children 

have discussed and agreed how to use it safely and happily, and it has been wonderful to see them playing and 

having fun with the new activities.  

                 

New equipment for the children in KS1 will be coming very soon, once we have appointed and trained our 

Playground Leaders from KS2 to support and play with the younger children. 

 

Also this week, a new project began called Maths on the Move. It combines maths and PE, and uses physically active 

learning to enhance children’s confidence and attainment in maths. Children from Years 4,5 and 6 have been 
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selected to take part in these weekly sessions, which have been kindly funded by the Local Authority 

as part of a pilot scheme. We are very pleased as a school to be involved with this project and we can’t 

wait to see the positive impact that it has for the children.  

 

 

 

And finally, in June 2019, our Governors asked myself and Mrs Lugg to take over the roles of acting Head and Deputy.  

On the 14th September 2020, after a very rigorous interview process, the Governing body asked me to become the 

Head Teacher of Elm Park Primary School.  A year has gone by since I officially took over.  Myself and Mrs Lugg have 

spent a lot of time reflecting on the incredible achievements that our school has had over the course of the past two 

years.  I just wanted to take a moment to thank you all for the support, encouragement and feedback you have 

provided us over this time.  We are so proud of all that our children and staff have achieved.  However, as you know, 

we are not people who will rest on our laurels.  We continue to strive to improve our children’s experiences at our 

school and look forward to many more years of working with our families and our local community. 

Wishing you a wonderful weekend. 

Carol Bond 

Head Teacher 

 


