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Dear Families,
What a very strange few weeks it has been since my last newsletter. The weather really has become a lot colder and
the leaves around the school are all starting to turn beautiful autumnal colours. We have gained a new addition to
the Elm Park family, a little squirrel. Mrs Lugg and I have named him after our Dads. So, next time you walk along
Nicholls Lane, have a look in the Key Stage 1 playground to see if you can spot Steve the Squirrel .
Over the course of the past two weeks, we have seen a vast increase in the number of Covid-19 cases within our
local community. I just wanted to thank families for their kind words and messages during these few weeks. I would
really like to share some of the comments with you all:
Thank you to all of your staff for doing
such a great job looking after our children
as the cases increase.

We can still see all of the teachers smiling
under their masks. Keep up the good
work!

Mrs Bond, thank you to all of your team
for all they are doing to support our
children. Wishing them a very happy half
term.

Thank you for your kind words. They really are very much appreciated.

Inspiring
Harvest Assembly
What a wonderful Harvest Assembly we had last Monday afternoon. The tables at the front of the hall were full to
bursting with donations for the Food Bank and the whole school came together to sing and celebrate this festival.
We began with KS2 singing a classic – ‘Cauliflowers Fluffy’ before hearing the first part of a harvest story. The
children in EYFS then sang ‘Big Red Combine Harvester’ with big smiles and lots of confidence. After hearing the
second part of the story, the children in Years 1 and 2 then enjoyed performing ‘In my trolley’. We found out more
about food banks and how they help people, before finishing with KS2 children singing ‘Harvest Rock and Roll.’ A
special thank you to Mrs Kidger, who has been busy preparing the songs in singing assemblies for the last few weeks.
Thank you also to all the families who kindly donated to our Food Bank collection. We are sure it will make a huge
difference to people who are in need at this time.

Enriching
Year 5 Deanfield camp
The children in Year 5 have had a fantastic time away at Deanfield. As always, we were looked after very well by the
staff at the centre and the children represented the school brilliantly with their polite, responsible behaviour. The
children threw themselves enthusiastically into all the activities and the zip-wire and stream walks were some of
their favourites. We were incredibly lucky with the weather and the highlight of the evening activities was Mrs
Keeping’s campfire. Thank you to all the children for making it such a wonderful camp.
Year 6 PGL camp
Last weekend it was the Year 6s’ turn to go on camp. They headed off to PGL on Friday morning to enjoy four jampacked days of activities and fun. The children showed huge amounts of determination, bravery and teamwork and
were a real pleasure to be with. Canoeing, abseiling, archery, raft-building and aeroball were just some of favourite
activities for the children. With big yawns and even bigger smiles, they returned on Monday afternoon.

I would like to say a very big thank you to Mrs Lugg, Mrs Kidger, Mrs Keeping, Mrs Byrne, Miss Bell and Mrs McIntyre
for giving up their own time to take our wonderful children on the residential trips. Thank you to our admin team for
all of the organisation behind the scenes to make this trip such a wonderful experience for our children.

Achieving
House Team News
It has been another brilliant few weeks for earning house points. All the children have been very busy collecting
points for following our 5 Golden Rules.
This term’s house points so far are:
Elm Park Golden Rules

1st – Blue - 1003 points

Be Kind and Helpful.

2nd – Yellow – 948 points

Be Responsible.

3rd – Red – 937 points

Be Respectful.

4th – Green – 839 points

Be Honest.
Be The Best You Can Be.
PE and Sports News
On Friday afternoon last week, children in Years 1 – 5 competed in our first House Team Sports events of the year.
Year 1 and 2 children competed in a dodgeball tournament, Year 3 children played in a tennis competition and Year
5 children took part in a T Ball competition. The children all had fun and showed a wonderful team spirit.
Congratulations to Yellow team for winning the dodgeball tournament, Blue team for winning the tennis competition
and Green team for winning the T Ball competition.
We are looking forward to our next House Team Sports event next term.

And finally…
South Gloucestershire Council has set a competition for children to complete. Please see the details below.
Gritty and determined – South Gloucestershire Council’s new superhero snowbusters need new names! Please fill in the form
below.
We are awaiting delivery of nine new gritters - a frosty force
certainly worth its salt as they will cover 28,000 miles of South
Gloucestershire’s roads - their energy and speed ensuring
businesses and schools can stay open and drivers and those
walking to class stay safe over the winter months. We want
some superhero names to match their snowy super skills– and
we would love primary age schoolchildren to help name the
gritter that will cover their area. Schools have until November 30
to get pupils’ ideas of gritter superheroes to us using this form.
The schools with the winning entries will be offered a visit by
their gritter and the chance to sit in it. Please shortlist the best
answers per year group and fill in the form.
The competition theme could link to topics including the weather,
seasons, safety and jobs that people do. We hope that teachers could use it in their lessons to encourage students to think about
what would happen if we didn’t have gritters! It would be very different.
To enter the competition, we are asking students to:

1. come up with a name for the gritter and a reason (in one sentence) for their choice
2. younger students may accompany their entries with a drawing instead of the description

3. students in years 3 to 6 should also describe why gritters are important to their community
4. We will also accept a combined class entry from Reception and Year 1 classes.
5. You can submit just the school and year if you don’t want individual children named.

My gritter name is................. ………. …….
School………………………………………………………...Year…………...Class………………...Name (optional)……………………….
I have chosen this name because:
......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................. *Younger students (in infants classes) may accompany their
entries with a drawing instead of the description – please attach drawings separately and include student’s name, year group and school.
For Key Stage 2 pupils
Gritters are important because.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Combined entries from Reception/Year 1 Year Group: Gritter Name…………………………………………
School:……………………………….The deadline for the council to receive short-listed entries from your school is November 30 2021. Please email a
version of the form and A4 colour drawings to Streetcare Communications Officer Rebecca.jones@southglos.gov.uk Any queries please use

the same email.

Wishing you all a very happy and healthy half term.
Best wishes,
Carol Bond
Head Teacher

